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Point de départ 

In French, as in English, the subject of a verb is the 

person or thing that carries out the action. The verb 

expresses the action itself. 
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Subject pronouns 

Subject pronouns replace a noun that is the subject  

of a verb. 
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Subject pronouns (continued) 

Subject pronouns in French show number (singular vs. 

plural) and gender (masculine vs. feminine). When a 

subject consists of both genders, use the masculine form. 
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Subject pronouns (continued) 

Use tu for informal address and vous for formal. Vous is 

also the plural form of you, both informal and formal. 
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Subject pronouns (continued) 

The subject pronoun on refers to people in general, just as 

the English subject pronouns one, they, or you sometimes 

do. On can also mean we in a casual style. On always 

takes the same verb form as il and elle. 
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The verb être 

Être (to be) is an irregular verb; its conjugation (set of 

forms for different subjects) does not follow a pattern. 

The form être is called the infinitive; it does not 

correspond to any particular subject. 
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The verb être (continued) 

Note that the -s of the subject pronoun vous is 

pronounced as an English z in the phrase vous êtes. 
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C’est and il/elle est 

Use c’est or its plural form ce sont plus a noun to identify 

who or what someone or something is. Except with proper 

names, an article must always precede the noun.  
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C’est and il/elle est (continued) 

Use the phrases il/elle est and ils/elles sont to refer to 

someone or something previously mentioned. Any noun 

that follows directly must not be accompanied by an article 

or adjective.  
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1. Je _______ ici. 4. Nous _______ à Québec. 

2. Ils _______ intelligents. 5. Vous _______ Mme Lacroix? 

3. Tu _______ étudiante.  6. Marie _______ chanteuse. 

 

Essayez! Fill in the blanks with the correct forms  

of the verb être. 

suis 


